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Disaster  officials  study  oil  spill  effects 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  There's  plen¬ 
ty  Southern  Baptists  can  do  for  people  /»  <  1  \  T  •  1  i  A  A'f  A 

Youth  Night  2010 

spilling  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico:  provide  ^ 

hope  for  those  who  think  they  have  none. 

vWe  need  to  ramp  up  the 
emotional /spiritual  care/  said  Mickey 


We  need  to  ramp  i 
emotional  /spiritual  care/  said 


leader  for  the  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB),  as  he  summarized  the  con¬ 
sensus  at  what  was  called  the  Deepwater 
Horizon  Summit  in  New  Orleans. 

The  three-day  conference,  convened  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  disaster 
relief  department  of  NAMB,  involved  about 
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Fellowship  will  be  meeting  m 
joint  session  Aug.  7,  beginning 
at  10  a.m.,  at  Central  Hills 
Retreat,  Kosciusko.  Phil  and 
Verlene  Thurston,  IMB  career 
missionaries  to  South  Asia,  will 
be  sharing.  The  Thurstons 
bean  their  work  in  North  India 
and  transferred  to  Bangladesh 
in  2005  to  assist  the  strategy 
coordinator  for  the  Tribal  Team 
of  Bangladesh. 


i  » 
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on  beaches  in  all  five  Gulf  states. 

About  one- third  of  Gulf  waters  have 
been  closed  to  fishing,  and  in  some  cases 
beaches  are  closed. 

"The  people  are  down,"  said  Gibbie 
McMillan,  disaster  relief  director  for  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention.  "What 
better  time  to  offer  hope?  ...There  is  a 
larger  opportunity  now;  no  need  to  wait 
for  a  hurricane.  We've  got  to  come  up 
with  some  way  of  offering  hope/ 

Presenters  from  the  Unified  Area 
Command,  which  is  coordinating  gov¬ 
ernment  and  BP  response  to  the  ou  spill, 
and  members  of  National  VOAD 
(Volunteer  Organizations  Active  in 
Disasters)  together  with  Baptist  disaster 
relief  leaders  described  the  challenges  of 
what  is  an  industrial  accident  rather  than 
an  "act  of  God"  disaster,  which  means  it 
is  not  under  the  purview  of  FEMA. 

For  Southern  Baptists  who  want  to  help, 
that  means  going  through  local  associa¬ 
tions  and  state  conventions  rather  than  a 
coordinated  response  through  Southern 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief. 

HAfe've  not  been  here  before/  Caison 
said.  "This  is  new  territory  for  us.  There's  a 
whole  scope  of  underlying  tilings  and  we 
need  in  some  way  to  pull  something 
together  different  from  ever  before/ 

Among  the  challenges: 

•  How  to  help  people  without  further 
damaging  the  local  economy.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  volunteers  cleaning  up  Deaches  take 
income  away  from  people  who  have 
been  hired  by  BP  to  do  the  job. 

•  How,  where,  and  when  to  provide  dis¬ 
aster  relief  chaplains,  how  to  provide  hous¬ 
ing /meals  for  them,  and  how  might  they  be 
utilized  in  conjunction  with  stress-reducing 
events  such  as  block  parties  or  movie  nights. 

•  How  to  counteract  the  negative  meet 
of  much  of  the  media  coverage  coming 
from  talk  radio,  television,  and  print 


Aaron  Keyes  pei 
Youth  Night  at  Mis 
Youth  Night,  two 
BancorpSouth  Arei 


Aaron  Keyes  performs  on  the  evening  of  July  16  at  the  2010  Mississippi  Baptist 
You  til  Night  at  Mississippi  Coliseum  in  jackson.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
Youth  Night,  two  events  were  held  on  successive  nights  in  Jackson  and  at 
BancoipSouth  Arena  in  T\ipelo.  Next  week's  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record  will  con¬ 
tain  full  coverage  of  the  annual  event,  the  largest  gathering  of  Mississippi  Baptists 
anywhere  in  the  state.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


•  How.  and  when  to  allocate  which  The  sh 

resources  in  a  timely  manner.  Needs  of  has  been 
states  impacted  by  tne  oil  spill  vary,  and  know  wh 
will  continue  to  vary  depending  on  the  Didlake, 
path  of  the  oil  slick.  the  Missis 

•  Varying  people  groups  need  help  The  i 

unique  to  their  situation.  Those  who  impacted 
have  worked  in  the  fishing  industry  are  state  mis 
in  a  different  place  emotionally  and  *jpir-  the  Alai 
itualiy  than  are  the  hundreds  of  workers  Missions, 
brought  in  by  BP  to  help  clean  up.  hard  in  P 

•  Forecasts  that  2010  couia  see  a  has  been 

record  number  of  sizable  hurricanes,  Fritz  Wil 
with  ramifications  on  volunteer  group6  for  the  FI 
involved  in  post-hurricane  disaster  relief.  "The  k 
Safety  and  environmental  issues  related  mation  ar 
to  col-soaked  debris  raise  the  question  of  really  beii 
what  kind  of  training  may  be  needed.  The  S 

The  Deepwater  Horizon  oil  spill  has  people  * 


-•  '  -fsr •*-*  • 

The  shrimping  industry  in  Mississippi 
has  been  "shut  down  and  people  don't 
know  when  ti  ey'll  get  it  back,  said  Jim 
Didlake,  direr  tor  of  men's  ministries  for 


affected 


than  in  tlfiecSher  Gulf  states.  Fishermen  who 
have  lost  their  jobs  are  an  a  list  to  be  hired  by 
BP  for  deanup  operation^  but  only  a  thud 
have  been  called  out  They  have  a  multi-gen¬ 
erational  affinity  for  the  marshlands  that  are 
becoming  increasingly  oil-soaked  despite 
the  best  efforts  of  everyone  involved. 

They  don't  know  when  the  crisis  will 
be  over  and  have  increasingly  dour 
thoughts  about  how  long  it  will  take  —  if 
ever  —  before  life  returns  to  "normal/ 

While  such  thoughts  swirl  in  the 
minds  of  those  involved  in  the  Louisiana 
fishing  industry,  they  need  to  feed  their 
families,  pay  the  note  on  their  fishing 
boat,  comfort  their  spouses,  and  keep  a 
wary  eye  out  on  the  weather. 


in  southern  Louisiana 


the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
1  help  The  vacation  industry  has  been 
>  who  impacted  in  Alabama,  said  Mel  Johnson, 
xy  are  state  misskxary  for  disaster  relief  with 
ispir-  tiie  Alabana  Baptist  State  Board  of 
orkers  Missions.  Fijrida  tourism  has  been  hit 
hard  in  Pensacola  and  the  oyster  season 
see  a  has  been  extended  to  compensate,  said 
canes*  Fritz  Wtiarn,  director  of  disaster  relief 
groups  for  the  Florida  Baptist  Convention, 
relief.  "The  ke>  for  us  is  to  get  accurate  infor- 
elated  mation  ami  disseminate  it*  WQson  said.  "I 
tion  of  redlv  belk  ve  we  can  be  a  calm  voice.* 
ed.  Tne  Salvation  Army  is  now  asking 

ill  has  people  *  ho  come  to  its  various  service 
longer  centos  a’ong  the  Gulf  Coast  how  they're 
xi  who  doing  emotionally,  regional  director  Bill 


Feist  said.  Trevor  Riggen,  senior  director 
of  disaster  services  with  the  American 
Red  Cross,  said,  "[M  jental  health  is  the 
big  thing." 

He  called  it  "snowball  stress"  and 
said  the  Red  Cross  is  looking  for  ways  to 
provide  coping  skills.  It's  "mental  health 
first  aid,"  Riggen  said. 

Joe  Arnold,  director  of  missions  in 
Louisiana's  Bayou  Baptist  Association 
south  of  Interstate  10,  spoke  of  the  "hid¬ 
den  victims*  —  those  who  lived  a  cash 
lifestyle  and  don't  have  the  receipts  nec¬ 
essary  to  make  a  claim  to  the  BP  oil  com¬ 
pany.  He  also  spoke  of  the  10,000  jobs 
lost  in  his  association. 


I 


At  20,  World  Chang  ers  still  going  strong 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP  and  - - - — -  O  O 


Appalachians,  the  weathered 
house  with  a  sunken  roof 
seemed  to  defy  gravity  as  it  hung 
on  the  side  of  the  mountain. 

That's  what  Tun  Earl 
remembers  about  the  house  he 
worked  on  in  Briceville,  Tn., 
the  site  of  the  first  World 
Changers  project  in  1990.  A 
small  coal-mining  town, 
Briceville  and  its  residents  had 
seen  better  days  before  the 
mine  played  out  and  now  was 
in  need  of  much  assistance. 

It  became  the  laboratory  for 
a  new  kind  of  ministry:  high 
school  students,  male  and 
female,  doing  construction  pro¬ 
jects  with  the  aim  of  getting 
students  out  of  the  classroom 
and  onto  the  mission  field 
where  they  could  put  hands 
and  feet  to  their  faith. 

It  was  the  first  time  anyone 
had  suggested  that  students 
could  be  used  in  construction- 
type  ministry  projects.  That 
summer,  137  youth  and  adults 
painted,  roofed,  and  participat¬ 
ed  in  light  construction  jobs  on 
nine  homes  in  the  area. 

Eari,  then  the  interim  youth 
minister  at  Central  Bearden 
Church  in  Knoxville,  Tru,  took  a 
group  of  10  youth  to  the  pitot 
project.  "I  really  didn't  want  to 
ga  Eari  admits.  "I  didn't  pro¬ 
mote  World  Changers  because  l 
didn't  know  how  to  do  construc- 


encouraged  me  to  take  a  small 
group,  and  it  changed  my  life. 

"Miss  Doris'  house  needed 
a  lot  of  work.  Her  husband 
had  died  years  before  of  black 
lung  disease,  and  she  couldn't 
afford  to  make  the  much- 
needed  repairs." 

Earl's  crew  along  with  three 
adults  and  seven  students  from 
other  participating  churches  re- 
roofed  the  backside  of  the 
house  and  built  a  retaining  wall 
to  keep  water  from  flooding 
Miss  Doris' basement 

The  pilot  project  in  1990  was 
a  success.  Partnering  with  local 
churches.  Southern  Baptist 
associations,  and  city  govern¬ 
ments,  World  Changers  Decame 
one  of  the  first  student  volun¬ 
teer  organizations  to  help  alle¬ 
viate  substandard  housing  in 
the  United  States. 

It  also  was  one  of  the  first 
pre-packaged  mission  trips  for 
Southern  Baptist  churches.  "As 
the  youth  leader  1  didn't  have 
to  worry  about  who's  going  to 
feed  us,  who's  going  to  speak 
or  where  am  1  going  to  get  the 
material*"  Eari  recounts.  "All 
that's  done  for  you.  That's  such 
a  gift  to  the  youth  minister." 

Mississippi  Baptists  have  par- 
tidpated  tn  World  Changers 
from  the  beginning.  Projects 
have  ranged  from  far  north 
Mississippi  to  the  Delta  to 
Mississippi  River  towns.  Projects 
this  summer  ha  ve  included  (ra¬ 
tions  in  Meridian  and  TUpekx 
with  about  345  volunteers. 


_  .TWS  DECADES  —  World  Changers  celebrated  its  20th  anniversary  in  Knoxville,  Tn..  not  far  from 
Briceville,  site  of  the  first  project  in  1990.  Mississippi  Baptists  have  taken  on  World  Changers 
jects  through  the  years,  from  far  north  Mississippi  to  the  Delta  to  Mississippi  River  towns.  (BP  photo) 


What  has  kept  Eari  coming 
back  year  after  year  is  the  effect 
World  Changers  has  on  the  stu¬ 
dents.  "Many  of  them  have 
never  been  on  a  roof  or  picked 
up  a  hammer.  That  first  day 
they  are  always  so  shocked  by 
the  task  before  them,"  Earl  says* 
"and  then  at  the  end  of  the 
week,  seeing  that  finished  pro- 
ject  we  did  in  four  dam  wnh  a 


professionals,  and  realizing  that 
the  only  way  it  happened  was 
because  of  God  using  us  and 
working  through  us." 

Twenty  years  and  mote  than 
20,000  homes  later.  World 
Changer*  a  ministry  of  Southern 
Baptists'  North  American 
Mission  Board,  is  stiD  changing 
the  lives  of  tow-inoome  residents 
as  wefl  as  students. 

"I  have  watched  in  awe 
through  the  years  as  the  con¬ 
tinuing  blessing  of  God  has 
sustained  and  strengthened 
World  Changers,"  said  Mike 
Day,  director  of  missions  for 
Mid-South  Association  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  World 
Changers.  "1  think  His  great¬ 
est  blessing,  of  course,  is  the 
ever-growing  commitment  of 
churches  to  mobilize  their 
students  for  mission." 

"This  approach,  no  matter 
how  creative  and  innovative, 
would  have  no  appeal  if  God 
was  not  doing  a  work  in  the 
hearts  of  churches  and  students 
that  chives  them  to  minister  to 
others,"  Day  said.  "His  blessing 
has  also  sustained  the  initiative 
through  financial  challenges, 
leadership  changes  and  even 
the  reorganization  of  the  SBC 
[during  the  mid-1990s]." 

This  summer;  more  than 
23,000  teenagers  and  adults  are 
sharing  Gods  love  by  provid¬ 
ing  free  labor  in  communities 
across  the  country.  Students 
pay  $249  and  give  up  a  week 
of  their  summer  to  sleep  on  the 


floor  of  a  local  high  school  and 
work  eight-hour  days,  often  in 
90-degree  heat. 

To  celebrate  the  20th 
anniversary.  World  Changers 
returned  to  east  Tennessee. 
Eari,  now  college  and  young 
adult  minister  at  Central 
Bearden  Church,  coordinated  a 
luiy  5-9  project  in  Knoxville 


iversary.  World  Changers 
umed  to  east  Tennessee. 


IpS 


hoittsfrfii _  _ 

As  apart  of  the  celebration,  a 
new  Christian  rock  band. 
7eventh  Hate  Down,  held  a 
concert  foe  participants  debut- 
ins  their  sons,  World  Changer, 
jonn  w.  Bailey,  team  tender  tor 


the  North  American  Mission 
Board,  told  the  World  Changers 
participants  in  Knoxville  how 
exriteu  he  was  about  their  gener¬ 
ation  and  the  increasing  number 
of  opportunities  they  have  now 
to  make  a  difference  m  North 
America  and  around  the  world 
"At  the  very  beginning,  few 
youth  leaders  were  taking  stu¬ 
dents  fer  a  whole  week  and 
putting  them  in  this  type  of 
ministry.-  Bailey  said.  "I'm 
grateful  for  the  past  and  look 
forward  to  the  future." 


ississippi  River  towns.  (BP  photo) 

In  1991,  Bailey  was  a  youth 
minister  at  First  Church  in 
Memphis  when  he  took  a 
group  of  students  to  World 
Changers  in  the  Rio  Grande 
Valley  in  Texas.  "That  week 
transformed  me  and  gave  me 
a  new  vision  for  student  min¬ 
istry,"  Bailey  said.  "World 
Qui^br^bctwKenit 


can  use  in  i  wide  spectrum 

"Ou r^^tudents*^  became 
leaders  when  they  got  back," 
Bailey  recounted.  "They 
learned  what  it  means  to 
make  a  sacrifice."  Through 
the  years,  he  has  seen  Worid 
Changers  participants  devel¬ 
op  a  deeper  level  of  commit- 

"We  have  to  find  new  ways 
to  push,  challenge  and  call  stu¬ 
dents  to  the  front  lines  of  mis¬ 
sions,"  Bailey  said.  "We  are 
calling  out  each  one  of  our  stu¬ 
dents,  the  25^000  involved  in 
World  Changers  and 
ftowerP&ant  [a  similar  mission 
package*  but  focused  on  church 
planting]  to  serve  a  summer  or 

they  graduate  or  just  after  they 
graduate  from  college." 


ookinv 


Mo*f  (fan  6800  young  people  fill  Msstsappi  Cobsnan  in  faduvn  JuN 
U  tor  the  war  2000  edition  of  Mnsnana  Baptist  Youth  Night  a  fathering 
that  omt  the  decades  has  grown  into  tt«e  latest  Baptist  cent  in  Ote  state 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Student  Union  dispatches  tan  students  and 
two  directors  to  Russia  to  help  renovate  a  tum-of-the  century  Baptist 
church  that  was  dosed  and  converted  to  a  factory  in  1903.  Russian 
Baptists  have  settled  on  a  name  for  the  church;  Ifemple  of  the  Gospel. 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


L  Lord  1  admit  that  1  need  you 


2.  I  want 
sins  and  f 
death,  d  n 


&  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 
QMwwemfrms.) 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Efim.  Q 
receive  Christ  as  am  Saatm 
and  Lord.) 


to  them  he  face  ihr  right  to  towr 
ctoMwni  qfGod.  root  to  tfcsr 
Ware  m  tos  wv/  Qt+rn  MB 


WA  Criswell  pastor  of  First  Church  Drib*  stoles  that  Tf  Dofa] 
^wwriyTsriedfcd  pewid^  **  door  for  a  Unted 


If  yam  make  a  d 

B  Christ  today 
cnmrcti 

a/  guidance. 


July  22. 2010 


■  Tm  Baftst  Rbcokd 
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Who  are  the  real  bad  guys? 

A  couple  of  yean  ago,  the  administra- 1  j  That's  not  to  sa 

ton  at  Burlington  Township  High  _ _  -  ...  I  out  groups  who  cn 

School  in  New  Jersey  decided  to  S®T1N66M  ».A.R.$.  ANP  I  gitimately  daiminj 
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x  X School  in  New  Jersey  decided  to 
hold  a  special  emergency  drill  to  deal  with  TERRORISM  Ahl 
the  real-world  possibility  that  gunmen  MTUftflON*  WB 
could  take  over  the  school  and  hold  TAME  NO  C 
hostages  —  or  worse.  Given  the  state  of 
our  society  today  and  many  actual  events 
like  the  Columbine  High  School  massacre 
in  Colorado,  holding  such  an  exercise  is  fjfiS  /S\ 
probably  a  practical  thing  to  do.  |(R||  [fsEfi 

"You  perform  as  you  prac-  1"  f f" 

tice,"  Superintendent  Chris  (ft ^  c 

Manno  told  the  Burlington  (Qjjx  jjp  (oi  T 
County  Times  newspaper  when  /8&r 
he  announced  the  drill.  "We  ( jrqjKjBlyVjP 
need  to  practice  under  condi- 
tions  as  real  as  possible  in  order  _  iMltt  /Nsfr-/ 
to  evaluate  our  procedures  and 
plans  so  that  they're  as  effective 

as  possible."  So  far,  so  good,  r  v - L 

The  drill  began  with  two  1 
Burlington  Township  police 
detectives  playing  the  roles  of 
gunmen.  They  burst  into  the  Huh 

m  H.  school  and  "shot"  students  before  ^ 

18  Ir  holing  up  in  a  classroom  with  ten 
9  pretend  student  hostages, 
or  What  was  the  gunmen's  scripted  1^^^^ 

grievance  against  the  school?  The 
newspaper  reported  that  they  were  cast  as  members  of  a  right-wing 
fundamentalist  group  known  as  the  New  Crusaders  who  don  t 
believe  in  separation  of  church  and  state,  and  one  of  their  daughters 
had  been  expelled  from  school  for  praying  before  class. 

That's  right  —  of  all  the  deadly  threats  schools  encounter 
dally  and  all  the  terrorist  groups  intent  on  inflicting  mass  casu¬ 
alties  on  the  U.S.,  school  officials  in  Burlington  Township  chose 
right-wing  fundamentalist  Christians  and  their  obsession  with 
school  prayer  to  be  the  bad  guvs  in  this  training  scenario. 

Such  is  the  sorry  state  of  affairs  in  our  country  today,  when 


aining  scenario, 
country  today,  wl 
rusaders"  intent 


Christians  can  be  painted  as  "New  Crusaders"  intent  on 
inflicting  death  and  destruction  over  school  prayer  — ■  and  con¬ 
cocting  such  a  slander  against  Christians  can  apparently  be 
*  MBMMfBAiid  with  Impunity.  ^  ~ 


That's  not  to  say  that  there  aren't  far- 
out  groups  who  create  mayhem  while  ille- 
!»>»  ANP  gitimately  claiming  to  do  so  on  behalf  of 

TM8  TRAG)  I  Jesus.  That's  not  to  say  the  2000-year  his- 

6  T*CIT«>  I  tory  of  Christianity  is  without  blemish.  It 

ANCfiSf  ♦  is  to  say  that  Christians  are  plainly  not  the 

v  1  central  threat  to  our  way  of  life  today. 

>  It  is  also  to  say  —  obviously  enough  — 

that  the  ever-growing  practice  of  political 
/H\  correctness  in  the  country  forbids  using 

1/vM j  V Kj?  the  names  and  beliefs  of  the  groups  that 

ibr  truly  threaten  our  way  of  life,  tnus  do  ter- 

A** 7  WMC  )  rorists  who  slaughter  women  and  children 
become  courageous  "freedom  fighters," 
L  while  Christians  become  evil  "New 

Js.  Crusaders,"  and  the  terrorists  are  noble 

Xyv  I  n  while  Christians  are  diabolical. 

\  H  There  is  a  method  to  this  semantical 

madness,  and  it's  this:  Christians  must  be 
discredited  as  a  legitimate  force  for  good  if 
the  armies  of  secularism  are  to  be  victori- 
1^ •  ous.  That's  not  a  vague  philosophical  con- 
-  cept  to  be  debated  among  learned  men 
and  women.  That's  not  the  paranoid  ram- 

- -  blings  of  the  "New  Crusaders." 

nW WUQ>  Tnere  may  be  no  central  clearinghouse 

^  for  discrediting  Christianity,  and  there 

may  not  be  an  organized  nationwide  effort 
to  debase  our  belief  system,  but  it  certain¬ 
ly  happens  on  an  ad  hoc  basis  and  is  then 
parroted  by  others  like  scnool  officials  planning  disaster  drills. 

Who  else  stands  up  for  the  worth  of  individuals,  the  sanctity 
of  human  life,  the  integrity  of  marriage  between  one  man  and 
one  woman,  and  so  many  other  issues  crucial  to  the  future  of  our 
civilization?  What  other  group  creates  such  anxiety  among  the 
secularists  who  want  to  nave  their  way,  who  want  to  be  able  to 
live  their  lives  with  na  moral  compass  and  no  spiritual  anchor? 

That's  why  school  Officials,  Hollywood  producers,  politi¬ 
cians,  and  so  many  others  try  so  hard  to  devalue  Christianity. 
One  particularly  effective  way  to  do  that  is  to  make  us  appear 
to  behomiddal  nuts  in  make-believe  disaster  drills.  To  at  least 
one  school  district  in  New  Jersey,  that's  practicing  "under  con- 
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The  stadiums  now  stand 
silent.  The  vuvuzelas  are 
packed  away.  Tourists  are 
boarding  planes,  heading  home 
to  Jobe  and  families.  Media  out¬ 
lets  are  unplugging  computers 
and  loading  up  gear,  ready  to 
move  on  to  the  next  big  event. 

Spain  may  still  be  celebrat¬ 
ing  their  historic  World  Cup 
victory,  but  31  other  nations 
already  are  more  focused  on 
2014  and  how  to  do  better  next 
time.  It  seems  practically  the 
entire  planet  has  been  soccer- 
obsessed  for  the  last  month. 

A  quartern  Ungers  in  some' 
believers' minds;  Does  God  real¬ 
ly  care  about  the  World  Cup? 

During  the  tournament, 
countless  ministries  shared 
the  Goepel  throughout  South 
Africa,  and  we  Know  God 
cam  about  the  many  souls 
who  entered  Hia  Kingdom  as 
well  as  those  still 


Guest  Opinion: 

God  really  care 
Mt  World  Cup? 

By  Melanie  Clinton 
nnesburg,  South  Africa 


opposite  extreme,  claiming 
the  team  who  prays  to  Goa 
should  win.  Whose  prayer  is 
God  supposed  to#  answer?  It 
can't  simply  be  the  team  with 
the  moat  Christians.  If  so,  the 
United  States.  Brazil,  South 
Korea,  and  Ghana  all  should 
have  won  the  trophy. 

A  team  full  of  Christians 
who  think  God  will  bless 
them  with  victory  simply 


of  success  as  God's  purpose  for 
us;  His  purpose  may  be  exactly 
the  opposite.  We  have  ari  idea  that 
God  is  leading  us  to  a  particular 
end ,  a  desired  goal;  He  is  not.  The 
question  of  getting  to  a  particular 
end  is  a  mere  inadent.  What  we 
call  the  process ,  God  calls  the 
end.  ... It  is  the  process ,  not  the 
end,  which  is  glorifying  to  God. 


When  it  comes  to  sports. 


During  the  World  Cup, 
God  may  have  been  more 
concerned  with  how  Brazilian 
*  superstate  Kaki,  a  well-known 
Christian,  handled  .  what 
many  deem  an  unfaif  red 
card,  and  later  his  team's 
defeat  in  a  quarterfinal,  than 
in  making  sure  he  won  the 
golden  trophy. 

For  God,  victory  often  comes 
in  how  we  handle  defeat,  even 
if  it's  Just  a  quiet  whisper  of  vio- 
toiy  only  He  knows  about, 
rather  than  a  confetti-infused 
triumph  on  the  world  stage. 

It  comes  down  to  die  indi¬ 
vidual.  Maybe  God  allowed 
Spain  to  win  because  20  years 
from  now.  after  the  glory  of 
winning  his  country's  first 
World  Cup  title  has  faded,  a 
Spanish  athlete  will  realize  any 
worldly  victory  is  hollow  with¬ 
out  Christ. 

a  Christian 
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A  missionary  in  Southeast 


KIDS  MINISTRY 
IN  MOTION 

FOR  KIDS  AND  THEIR  LEADERS 
(ages  4th— 6th  grade) 

August  21  •  Garaywa  •  10  a.m.  -  2  p.m. 

_ For  more  info,  contact  the  Sunday  School  - 

Department.  601-292-3294  or  aboydstun@mbcb.org 
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9-8-93 

MR.  NATHAN  TILTON 

Parents:  J.&P. 

Restricted 

9-9-95 

MISS  EMILY  C.  HEWITT 

Parents  Earl  and  Ramona 
Sub-Saharan  African  Peoples 

9-11-96 

MISS  HAYLEE  HOLEMAN 

Parents.  Jeff  and  Uesa 
Americas  Affinity 

9-12-99 

MISS  ANNA  GRACE 

Parents:  Philip  &  Dawn 
Eastern  Europe 

9-17-05 

MR.  NATHAN  HOOGINS 

Parents:  Ray  &  Cindy 
Deaf  Peoples 


r  i 


9-20-93 

MR.  TYLER  BRIDGES 

Parents.  Randy  &  Kim 
South  America 

9-21-92 

MR.  DERRICK  DeMARS 

Parents.  Guy  &  Cindy 
Sub-Saharan  African  Peoples 

-*£*  ' ■  -  -  - 

9-27-01 

MISS  MAEGAN  K.  PUTNAM 

Parents:  Tracy  and  Genie 
European  Peoples 

9-3003  - 

MISS  DARBY  COX 

Parents.  Jeremy  &  Kimberly 
Restricted 


FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be  forwarded.  Please  send  all  to:  Child's  name.  Parent's  name. 
MBCB  wMn  MX  Birthdays,  PO  Box  S30.  fackson  MS  39205.  PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  mem¬ 
bers  may  send  a  package  of  cards  together,  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  the  wMa 

Encourage  an  MK  with  a  card! 


Unto  Us  (another) 

Son  b  Given 

Almost  eight  centuries 
before  Jesus  was  bom  in 
Bethlehem  of  Judea,  the 
prophet  Isaiah  wrote  of  His 
coming.  In  that  marvelous 
prophetic  Christmas  passage 
ne  said,  "Unto  us  a  child  i s 
bom,  unto  us  a  Son  is  given" 
(Isa.  9:6).  In  the  early  hours  of 
Sunday  morning,  July  18, 

12010,  another  son  came  to  be 
a  part  of  our  family.  While  for 
centuries  the  faifthillooked 
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Hot*  fun  with  cryptognpky  and 
excreta  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
Kmc  jOTKt  Vernon  BtbU  verse  hot 
iwn  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  some  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  end  error.  Answer  to  Inst 
week's  puzzle:  Luke  Twenty-Two: 
Forty- Ttop 


SAVE 

up  to 


‘Dire 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


for  the  coming  of  God's  gift 
in  Jesus,  we  had  been  waiting 
only  months  for  God's  gift  to 
arrive.  So  it  was  true  to  the 
quote  that  a  baby  has  a  mind 
of  its  own  —  in  reality  the 
boy  arrived  early.  We  had 
been  told  and  so  we  prepared 
for  a  Monday  morning 
birthing  but  no,  he  preferred 
to  arrive  at  about  one  o'clock 
on  Sunday  morning  and  so 
we  welcomed  lames  Clay 
Chustz  into  our  family. 

There  was  a  host  of  folks 
welcoming  him  as  the  word 
went  out  and  everyone  was 
thrilled  to  see,  heac  and  hold 
this  marvelous  7  pound,  3 
ounce,  19  ?-inch  long  creation 
of  God.  Of  course*  Mom  and 
Dad  were  elated  Big  brother 
and  big  sister  Coleman  and 
Mary  Lamar,  attired  with  their 
special  big  brother  and  big  sis¬ 
ter  t-shirts,  welcomed  turn. 
Cousins  galore  joined  in  the 
celebration.  Madi,  Thea,  Ridge, 
Rivers,  Banks,  Steven,  and  Sam 
all  got  in  on  the  excitement 
Since  Mysti  and  Philip  had 
chosen  not  to  know  if  the  baby 
was  a  boy  or  a.  girl  we  were  all 
anxious  to  hear.  Somewhere* 
after  one  o'clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing*  the  doors  opened  and  a 

Ed  father  introduced  us  to 
•s  Clay  Chustz.  It  was  a 
yy,  healthy*  and  even  a 
holy  moment 

Names  are  always  impor¬ 
tant  and  in  our  family,  they 
generally  have  significance 
and  maybe  some  connection 
with  heritage.  This  boy's 
name,  James  Clay,  is  signifi¬ 
cant  James  is  without  ques¬ 
tion  die  mo6t  prominent  name 
in  our  family  circle.  Both  of  his 
grandfathers  were  named 
James.  Two  great  grandfathers 
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were  named  James.  On  both 
sides  of  his  family,  he  has  an 
unde  named  James.  On  both 
sides  of  the  family,  he  has  a 
cousin  named  James.  I  sup¬ 
pose  at  this  point  I  could  try  to 
impress  you  and  tell  you  that 
his  great,  great  grandfather 
was  responsible  for  a  transla¬ 
tion  of  the  Bible,  but  in  fact 
that  would  not  be  true. 
However,  James  does  have 
significance  not  only  in  our 
family  but  historically  and,  of 
course,  biblically. 

The  New  Testament  is  filled 
with  people  named  James  and 
most  of  tnem  were  God  honor¬ 
ing,  Christ-following  men. 
Clay,  the  name  that  he  actually 
will  be  called,  is  significant 
also.  It  is  significant^  the  fact 
that  we  do  not  knoMPof  any  one 
in  our  family  aide  who  was 
named  Clay.  The  reason  that  is 
so  significant  is  because  he  is  a 
unique  creation  of  God.  In  time 
and  eternity  there  has  never 
been  anyone  like  Clay  Chustz. 
In  the  decades  that  will  follow, 
no  one  will  be  exactly  like  him 
and  so  he  is  his  own  unique 
person  before  God  and  in  our 
family.  We  are  blessed  to  have 
him  with  us.  As  1  began 
preparing  this  article,  I  started 
to  title  it  Lessons  from  a 
Granddad.  Upon  reflection,  I 
saw  more  meaningful  things  in 
day  and  what  I  wanted  to  say 
about  him.  Please  indulge  me 
to  give  you  a  few  lessons  that  I 
have  (earned  through  this 
experience. 


Lesson  one  has  to  do  with 
the  incredible  swiftness  of  the 
passage  of  time.  1  am  not  old 
enougpi  to  be  a  grandfather, 
much  less  to  be  a  grandparent 
eight  times.  Shirley  and  I  were 
talking  as  we.  awaited  his 
arrival  about  the  birth  of  our 
own  children.  The  time  has 
passed  so  quickly.  Now  here 
we  are  with  our  third  child 
having  her  third  child  and  we 
are  wondering  where  all  those 
days  went  1  have  often 
thought  that  the  great  impor¬ 
tance  of  time  stewardship 
does  not  have  to  do  with  how 
many  days  you  get  but  how 
you  use  each  one  of  them. 
Capture  each  day.  Let  the  plan 
and  purpose  or  God  capture 
you  each  day  and  however 
many  of  those  days  He  allows 
you  to  live  here  will  be  filled 
with  His  blessings. 

Lesson  two  has  to  do  with 
strength  and  stamina.  I  was 
reminded  as  we  waited  and 
then  celebrated  that  I  am  not 
physically  able  to  be  a  grand¬ 
pa.  If  you  choose  to  be  a 
grandparent,  which  in  fact, 
mat  choice  is  not  particularly 
yours  to  make,  you  better 
take  your  vitamins,  exercise, 
eat  right,  and  try  to  be  in 
good  shape  because  grand¬ 
children  will  fill  your  life, 
your  heart,  and  your  time. 
Their  activities,  achieve- 


WIIDWOOO  BAFTIST  CHURCH, 

Clinton,  MS  i*  nowaccepting  resumes 
for  a  foil  time  experienced  dedicated 
Child  Care  Director.  Please  send 
resumes  to  WBC02  8HOTMAILCOM. 


40% 

L.D.  CTMire 
Insurance 

Ridgeiand,  MS  0 
Call  “ 


-800-844-3254 


meats,  and  energy  will  be 
boundless  and  if  you  get  in 
on  most  of  them,  your  joy 
will  be  boundless.  - 

The  third  lesson  is  simply  a 
reminder  to  me  and  maybe  to 
you  and  y ours  that  the  birth 
of  a  child  or  a  grandchild  is 
not  fust  a  celebration  of  repro¬ 
duction,  but  it  is  much  more. 
It  is  recognition  of  heavenly 
renewal  of  the  handiwork  of 
God  Himself.  As  I  watched 
Clay  in  those  early  moments 
of  his  earthly  journey,  I 
thought  about  die  words  of 
the  great  prophet  Jeremiah  as 
he  quoted  die  heart  of  God 
and  said,  "I  know  die  plans  I 
have  for  you."  Actually,  for  his 
Mom  and  Dad,  the  name  day 
is  derived  from  Jeremiah  18 
where  we  are  described  as 
being  "clay  in  the  Potter's 
hand."  That  is  their  hearts' 
desire  and  the  image  they 
would  love  for  their  boy  to  be: 
pliable,  usable,  and  a  God¬ 
honoring  Clay. 

,  Great  possibilities  are  ahead 
for  Clay  Chustz.  God  has  pro¬ 
vided  him  with  a  lovingfamily, 
a  sweet  Mom  and  Dad,  a 
brother,  a  sister  two  wonderful 
grandmothers,  and  a  world 
mat  may  have  great  needs  but 
also  offers  great  opportunities. 
While  many  of  us  will  get  to 
know  him  and  seek  to  love  and 
influence  his  life,  the  plans  of 
God  are  ultimately  the  plans 
that  will  bring  greatest  fulfill¬ 
ment  to  his  life  and  blessings  to 
this  world.  As  in  the  past  Iwas 
reminded  that  God  places  the 
hope  of  die  future  in  the  hands 
of  a  little  child.  ^ 

day,  we  are  glad  that  you 
are  here. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
jfutratfPmbcbxrrg. 


CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  cur-  SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON, 

rently  accepting  resumes  through  Oct.  Christian  owned.  All  home  improvements, 
29,  2010,  for  a  full-time  experienced  vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  and  shirtgle 
Southern  Baptist  pastor.  Mail  resume  roots,  patio  covets,  screen  and  glass  rooms, 
to  CalviryTaptist  Church,  Pastor  601-992-2092,  Don  A  Rila  Sebcen,  owners 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  740236,  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 


rentiy  accepting  resumes  through  Oct.  Christian  owned.  All  h 
29,  2010,  for  a  full-time  experienced  vinyl  siding,  windows. 
Southern  Baptist  pastor.  Mail  resume  roofs,  patio  covets,  sere 


Tuscumbia,  AL  35674. _  Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair. 

NATIONAL  HEIGHTS  BAPTIST  Pax  illustrations  to  601 -483-7958  or  | 
Church  (www.nationalheights.org)  call  800-368-2705: 
seeks  foil  time  Minister  of  Music  for  tra-  SPECIALTY  TREE 
ditional  and  blended  services.  Email:  Tree  Removal  - 


resumes#nationalheights.org  or  mail:  Trimming — Stump  Grinding — In 
NHBC  Personnel  Committee,  3050  N.  Free  Estimate— 601  -594-2823 


SERVICE. 

Clearing. 


National,  Sprin 

FREE  ADULT 


field,  MO  65803. 

UBLE  STUDY  BOOK 


GATLIN  BURG  CONDO  FOR  RENT: 

2  bd/2ba,  full  kitchen,  walk  to 


Irom  BapjetWay  Press,  Offer  goodfor  pkwy.  $70/nite.  832-922-0401/ 
the  ftm  50  reporters  who  make  the  gdJ4760#at,,n.t 
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249-1799-  www.baptistwaypress.org  Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
PASTOR  RESUMES  MAY  BE  SENT  to: ,  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor- 
First  Baptist  Church  Nederland,  mation  call  662  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 


FBC  FULTON  ACCEPTING  RESUMES 

for  F/T  Pastor  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
P.  O.  Box  400,  Fulton,  Ms.  38843  or 
fax  to  662-862-5793  or  email 
ilreCnexband.com. 


Attention:  Joe  Mansfield  191  f  662t455-6743. _ _ 

Nederland  Avenue,  Nederland,  Texas  AFFORDABLE  BEACHFRONT  8 
77627  or  e-mail:  joemansfieldCaol.com  BEACHSIDE  VACATION  CONDOS 
GRACE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  CASA  Gulf  Shores  and  Orange  Beach, 


GRACE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  CASA  Gulf  Shores  and  Orange  Beacn, 
Grande,  AZ,  an  elder-led  SBC,  seeks  a  Alabama.  Best  value  on  the  beach! 
Senior  ftistor  for  a  congregation  of  Lowest  Prices!  Over  25  Top  Quality 


Senior  Pastor  tor  a  congregation  of  Lowest  Prices!  Over 
125-1 50.  The  qualified  candidate  will  Condos!  Owned  & 
meet  the  requirements  of  1  Timothy  3  Christian  Family 
and  Titus  1,  be  missions  minded,  and  205-556-0368  or 


>  missions  minded,  and  205-556-0368 


Operated  by 
since  1 988 
205-752-1231 


GRANDVIEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Pearl,  MS  is  seeking  a  church  pianist 
to  play  for  two  Sunday  services,  and 
choir  rehearsal  Wednesdays.  Please 
contact  Mike  •  601-624-9389. 


able  to  minister  to  multiple  genera-  www.gulfshorescondos.com 
lions.  Senior  Phstor  experience  and  a  GET  THE  BSt  RATES  ON: 
seminary  araduate  are  preferred  P.0.  Health  Insurance  and  Medicare 
Box  10975^ Casa  Grande,  AZ  85122  or  Supplements.  Call  1-800-541-8196  or 
pastorsearch8gracechurchcg.org  .  visit  www.TurnerlnsuranceOriline.com 

0 fTS YSL I LCABIN8YA HOO.COM  STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
at  Lake  Lincoln.  $250.00  weekly,  $60.00  and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass, 
nightly,  601-643-8817  or  601-940-6841.  lackson  601-5024^02. 
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THE  WILLOW  CREEK 

LEADERSHIP 

SUMMIT 

AUGUST  5  -  6,  2010 
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■  Houseparent  Couple 

Salary  and  excellent  benefits 


ISRAEL 

20  1  1 

Ly  r  ^  L  s  .  L\J  i  U*!  - 

S  201  1 

Spiritual  Inspiration  II 

Archaeological  Discovery  M» 

Biblical  Understanding 

day  Custom  Travel  with 

ssissippi  College  Croup 

Dr.  Roger  G  reene  Information  or  Brochure  1 

rgreene  a  mc.edu 

MSAudio  llc 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video.  St 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 


Ttooper  Hiks 


MX  Bob  1575  Pfc601-923-9947 

Onion,  MS  39060  F«  601-924-2880 


A  .\as-bom  pastor-turned 
correducv  Dennis  Swanbqg 
will  take  his  message  to  a 
Mississippi  College  stu¬ 
dent  parent  convocation  on 
August  Zl.Dubbed  America's 
-M  mister  of  Encouragement,'* 
Sv\arberg  wifl  also  serve  up 
hilarious  impressions  of 
lamed  TV  sheriff  Barney  File 
of  Mayberry  and  presidents 
like  Ronald  Reagan,  Bill 
Clinton  and  Jimmy  Carter. 
Movie  legends  like  John 
Wavne,  Jimmy  Stewart  and 
Walter  Brennan  usually  get 
equal  time  in  his  lineup  of 
favorite  impressions.  The 
event  that  Saturday  begins  at 
2P  m  at  First  Church  Clinton. 


Visit  us 


to*  22. 2010 


The  Battet  Record 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

The  Power  of  Loyalty 

1  Samuel  2430-22;  26:1-2,  7-12,  21-25 


*  Martin 


•'No  good  deed  goes  unpun-  1 
ished,"  someone  once  wryly  I 
noted,  and  this  somewhat  cyro-  ] 
cal  view  sets  the  scene  in  which  < 
David  and  Saul  onoe  again  find 
themselves  at  odds.  David  has  i 
shown  himself  to  be  gracious  < 
toward  the  totally  undeserving 
Saul  and  Saul  rewards  David  by 
attempting  to  VdD  him. 

For  those  who  toil  willingly  . 
in  Christ's  service,  who  display 
righteousness  or  loyalty  to  Goa, 
it  may  seem  as  though  folks  are 
never  rewarded.  Service  to  God 
is  its  own  reward:  but  that 
notwithstanding,  mis  lesson 
will  demonstrate  that  there  is  a 
reward  for  righteousness,  and 
that  knowledge  can  help  us 
commit  to  living  such  a  life. 

Ttearhery  Intended 
(1  Sam  jel  2430-22;  26:1-2) 
Chapter  24  details  the  classic 
i  ridden'  in  which  David  creeps 
up  unnoticed  on  Saul  and  cuts 


off  a  comer  of  his  robe  - 
a  demonstration  that 
David  could  have  easily 
taken  Saul's  life.  Then 
David,  conscience-snick-  h 
en,  confesses  to  Saul. 

Saul  -  who  seems  to  be  more 
frequently  showing  a  danger* 
ously  unbalanced  mental  state 
-  first  asks,  Is  that  your  voice, 
David  my  son?"  (v.  16,  NIV) 
Then  he  follows  this  statement 


it  can  be  two  different 
impulses,  and  Saul 
was  incapable  of  let¬ 
ting  go  on us  hatred  of 
David,  in  spite  of  his 
gracious  words. 

Self-service,  look¬ 
ing  after  oneself 
exclusively,  can  be  a 
crippling  temptation. 
Martin  It  was  a  temptation 
that  Saul  yielded  to. 
Saul  is  all  about  "me  and 
mine,"  to  the  exclusion  of  what 
God  wanted.  David  was  God's 
chosen  leader,  and  for  Saul  to 
dishonor  that  leader  is  rebel- 


Then  he  follows  this  statement  lion  of  the  first  degree, 
of  the  obvious  by  acknowledg-  Treachery  of  this  nature  can 
ing  that  David  will  one  day  be  still  rear  its  ugly  head  in  our 
king  (v.  201  and  reunite  the  culture  today,  and,  unfortu- 
kingdom  that  Saul  had  nately,  even  in  our  churches. 


kingdom  that  Saul  had 
destroyed.  Note  that  Saul's  pri¬ 
mary  concern  isn't  for  Israel 
but  that  his  own  family  and 
descendents  not  be  cut  oft. 

Perhaps  Saul  knew  the  right 
thing  to  do.  In  some  remedial 
fashion,  he  knew  that  the  right 
thing  would  be  to  embrace 
David's  ascendancy  to  the 
throne  and  depart  from  the 
scene.  But  knowing  the  right 
thing  to  do  and  actually  doing 


Explore  the  Bible 

Can  I  Believe  in  Resurrection? 

if  1  Corinthians  15:1  - 1&24 


By  Laura  Leathers _ 

Is  Easter  the  only  time 
Christians  focus  on  the  resur¬ 
rection  erf  Christ?  Do  pastors 
preach  or  teach  about  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  Christ  on  a  regular 
basis?  The  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  mentioned  over  one 
hundred  times  in  the  New 
Testament.  “Our  Savior's  resur¬ 
rection  is  truly  of  great  impor¬ 
tance  in  Christianity — so  great 
that  His  being  or  not  being  the 
Messiah  stands  or  falls  witn  it" 
wrotv  the  famous  British 
philotiophe^  lohn  Locke.  In  the 
fifteenth  chapter  of  first 
Corinthians,  Paul  writes  what 
"is  the  most  extensive  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  resurrection  in  the 
Bible"  (MacArthur  Study 
Bible);  the  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  resurrection  of 
believers.  The  best  way  to 
rliiffti  Alia  chapter  doctri¬ 
nal  in-depth,  and  magnificent 


It  to  the  Gospel 
.  1  Coe.  153-4 

The  church  in 
Corinth  w&&  dealing 
with  a  major  doctrinal 
error — denial  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion.  Paul  deals  with  the  issue 
by  beginning  with  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  die  resurrection  to 
the  church.  He  preached,  the 
Corinthians  received  the 
Gospel  and  many  were  saved. 
This  is  what  their  faith  stood 
upon  and  it  was  proof  Christ 
was  building  His  church. 
Next,  was  the  Old 
Testament — according  to  the 
Scriptures.  Every  account  of  a 
sacrificial  lamb  is  a  picture  of 
the  death  of  Christ;  read  Psalm 
22  and  Isaiah  53.  Then  in 
Psalm  1630  you  will  find  "nor 
will  You  allow  Your  Holy  One 
to  undergo  decay."  Christ  is 
the  fulfillment  of  the 
Scriptures  from  Genesis  to 
Revelation.  Finally,  to  further 


nately,  even  in  our  churches. 

Th»t  Applied 
0  Samuel  263-12) 

Once  move,  David  spared 
the  life  of  Saul  rather  than  lift 
his  hand  against  the  Lord's 
anointed.  The  whole  of  Saul's 
camp  was  in  deep  sleep,  and  it 
was  easy  enough  for  David  and 
Abishai  to  move  through  all  the 
soldiem  wagons,  and  baggage, 
and  make  their  way  direcSy  to 
Saul's  side 


refute  their  denial 
Paul  points  them  to 
the  testimony  of  eye 
witnesses.  First  it 
was  Peter,  the 
Twelve,  to  more  than 
five  hundred  at  one 
time,  then  to  James, 
all  the  Apostles,  and 
last  of  afiT  to  PauL  In 
a  court  of  tow  it  is  the 
eye  witnesses  who  provide  the 
testimony — case  dosed. 

The  resurrection  is  at  the 
heart  of  the  Christian  faith. 
Romans  109-10  state*  "if  you 
confess  with  your  mouth  Jesus 
as  Lord,  ana  befieve  in  your 
heart  that  God  raised  Him  from 
the  dead,  you  wifi  be  saved;  for 
with  the  heart  a  person  bebeve* 


resulting  in  righteousness,  and 
with  the  mouth  he  confesses, 
resulting  in  salvation*  (Romans 
1&9-10).  A  person  must  repent 
from  their  sivv  trust  lesus  for  sal¬ 
vation,  and  then  submit  to  Him 
as  Lord.  He  is  risen,  risen 
indeed!  This  is  the  gospel! 
h  to  Reasonable 
1  Coe  15:12-18 
Have  you  ever  said  some¬ 
thing  and  then  thought . . .  this 


Abishai  was  convinced  that 
it  was  time  for  Saul  to  die  (v.  8), 
and  he  was  more  than  happy  to 
do  the  deed.  But  David  nad 
already  settled  the  issue  of 
Saul's  death  in  the  cave  (chap¬ 
ter  24X  and  he  wouldn't  allow 
Abishai  to  touch  Saul.  David 
noted  that  either  God  Himself 
would  strike  Saul  or  that  Saul 
would  die  when  his  time  came, 
oc,  perhaps,  he  would  be  killed 
m  Dame,  wnatever  tne  case, 
David  knew  it  was  not  his  role 
to  kill  SsuL  Instead,  he  simply 
took  the  spear  (a  sign  of  Saul's 
office  and  authority)  and  water 

a  that  were  at  Saul's  head  and 
with  them. 

Every  day  we  have  opportu¬ 
nities  to  do  good  or  evit  David 
chose  good,  h  may  be  that  he 
was  tempted  to  take  matters 
into  his  own  hands,  but  instead 
he  trusted  in  God's  own 
timetable.  Trust  -  especially  in 
the  sovereignty  of  God  -  was  a 
hallmark  or  David's  fife,  as  it 
should  be  of  ours. 

Loyalty  Rewarded 
D  Samuel  2631-25) 
Again,  David  and  Saul  meet 
and  David  tries  to  show  Saul 
how  wrong  he  was  in  his  think- 


is  at  the  top  of  the  fist  for  the 
dumbest  things  ever  said?  The 
Apostle  Paul  was  probably 
scratching  has  head  and  won¬ 
dering  what  are  the 
Corinthians  thinking?  Do  they 
really  understand  if  you  say 
there  is  no  resurrection  you  are 

cSrisf  b  dead  then  these  is  no 
resurrection  of  betievers. 
Where  b  the  hope?  Paul  gives 
six  disastrous  consequences 
which  would  occur  for  believ¬ 
ers  if  there  were  no  resurrec¬ 
tion:  there  would  be  no  need  to 
preach  Christ;  faith  in  Christ  is 
useless;  the  witnesses  must 
have  been  liars;  you  are  still  in 
sins;  those  who  have  already 
died  have  perished;  we  are  of 
a0  men  most  to  be  pitied. 

"But  now  Christ  has  been 
raised  from  the  dead"  (vs.  20  V 
rPtef  referred  to  tne  oenever  s 
resurrection  as  a  heavenly 
inheritance,  "Blessed  be  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  who  according  to 
His  great  mercy  has  caused  us 
to  be  bom  again  to  a  living 
hope  through  the  resurrection 
of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead. 


suing  fus  servant?  What  nave  l 
done,  and  what  was  wrong  1  am 
guihy  of?"  (v.  18,  NIV).  David 
was  willing  to  bring  an  offering 
and  have  his  sin  forgiven. 
David  tries  to  help  Saul  see  that 
there  is  a  difference  between  the 
Lord  moving  Saul  to  pursue 
David  and  me  possibility  that 
Saul's  men  have  stirred  up  SauL 

Saul  goes  all  sentimental  on 
David,  a  tactic  he  has  adopted 
before.  "1  have  sinned.  Come 
back,  David  my  son,*  he  says  (v 
21,  NIVV  David  doesn't  buy  it 
but  instead  has  Saul's  spear 
returned  to  him.  He  knew  Saul 
couldn't  be  trusted,  and  he  was 
willing  to  receive  the  Lord's 
reward  of  safety  and  protection. 

Those  who  are  loyal  to  God 

-  -  -  ■  ■ _  a.  ■  -  •  m. 

can  expect  mis  wessmgs.  me 
should  never  be  afraid  to  ask 
God  to  defiver  us  from  trouble 
For  David  being  loyal  to  God 
spared  him  from  the  hand  of  the 
wicked  Sauj  and  God  wi  Bne- 
wte  protect  us. 

Script**  verses  art  firm  NIV 

Martin  is  the  Associate  Editor  of 
The  Baptist  Record. 


to  obtain  an  inheritance  which 
is  imperishable  and  undefiled 
and  wifi  not  fade  away, 
reserved  in  heaven  foe  you  . . . 

(1  Peter  1 3-4X  Hus  is  reason¬ 
able  and  you  can  beheve  m  it¬ 
'll  is  Certain 

kling  of  an  eye.  at  Ke  last  trum¬ 
pet  the  dead  wiH  be  raised 
imperishable,  and  we  wiH  be 

ishsbie 

lowed  up  in  rktor.  As  Paul 
ends  this  segment  of  the  letter 
he  exclaims,  with  certainty  the 
believers’  resurrection  based  on 
the  fulfillment  of  Isaiah  25:8 
and  Hoaea  13:14.  These  two 
Old  Testament  prophecies 
relate  to  the  death  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Jesus.  No  wander  Paul 
wrote,  "But  thanks  be  to  God. 
who  gives  us  the  victory 
through  our  Lord  )esus  Christ 
(vs.  57).  In  Him  and  through 
Km  a  behever  can  be  certain  ol 
then  resurrection! 


lafim  is  a  i 
Church.  Data at 


of  First 


The  Baptist  naoord  ka  ptaaaad  to  pubkah 
news  and  photographs  of  apacM  svants 
that  taka  ptaoe  In  cooperating  churches  of 
ihe  Mtosiseippi  Baptist  Convention. 

Naim  submitted  tor  ptiblcation  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten.  (b)  needy  printed  on  8  1/8  by  11-tnch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardised 
tonne  provided  by  the  newspaper.  A*  erth 
dee  must  be  received  In  writing;  no  erodes 
w«  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
maM  form.  Due  to  Increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  wtM  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  ere  permietibie. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

.  — . .  .  A 8  news  kerns  s 


Al  news  ken*  ate  subject  to  edting,  and 
at  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-,  buidtog-.  or  object-only  photographs 

wto  be  printed.  Nrws  kerns  andtor  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  pubMwd  one  tows  only. 


Please  make  eritetee  concise.  Include  aubrnkl 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of  (b)torw 
the  story,  along  with  e  contact  person*  Photos 

address  end  telephone  number.  Oskph 

Photographs  rrwy  (x  color  orbtacfc  and  Hon  N 
whks-  Instant  photos  end  rkgkel  prtdotks  are  Photoj 

not  raprodudble.Otflkd  photos  may  be  traed*  do  not 


tufamktod  as  e  JPEG  toe  vto  etorar  (a)  ornek. 
(b)  three  and  a  hatitoohkoppytfcfc.  or(c)CD. 
Photos  mutt  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weMgNed. 
Oak  phone  photographs  and  other  tow  iseoto- 
Son  Hems  are  generatoy  not  pubkehable. 
Photographs  can  not  be  returned  Ptaaee 


agrafes*** wto  notbepubWwIiLC 
•or  euhmkkng  news  is  one  week 


prior  to 


Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  wto 
be  pubhshsd  on  a  spate  avakahte  basis. 

Subnet  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson,  MS 
39806-0530.  PAX:  (801)  2983330  E-ms* 


1.  Providence  Church, 
Carroll  County:  June  21 
-  25;  children  brought 
over  $170  which  will  go 
to  the  Baptist  Children's 
Village;  thirty  enrolled 
with  average  atten¬ 
dance  of  25;  shown  are 
the  participants. 


2.  Calvary  Church,  Oak 
Grove:  Average  atten¬ 
dance,  124;  offering  of 
$648  collected.  Shown  are 


y  r  '  v.t 

Ml.  .  *'y 


the  participants. 


North  Carrollton  Church, 
North  Carrolton:  June  7  - 
11;  shown  are  the  partici¬ 
pants. 


1.  Providence  Church,  Carroll  C  ounty 


2.  Calvary  Church,  Oak  Grove 


1.  First  Church,  Hazlehurst, 
has '  called  John  A. 
Matthews  as  pastor.  He 
comes  with  his  wife  Tonya 


ir«n*  |il  <•  (TTiW,* 


and  Andrew.  He  is  a 
Columbus  native  and  holds 
degrees  from  Mississippi 
State  University  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary  He 
comes  from  First  Church, 
Bogalusa,  La.,  where  he 
served  as  associate  minister. 


3.  North  Carrollton  Church,  North  Carrollton 
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19th  Annual  B 

Church  Library  Ministry  Conference  I 

m 

C  >v  A-’M  '  V'  ,'j  I'.  Vi 


SPECIAL  GUESTS:  ROBIN  C 


1.  Concord  Church,  Booneville 


2.  New  Henleyfield  Church,  Carriere 


:  \ 


3.  North  Columbia  Church,  Columbia 


23  during  their  evening 
service  and  with  a  recep¬ 
tion  following.  Shown  are 
Robert  E.  Walker,  Cody 
Pannell,  Olivia  Mauney, 
and  Hali  Glidewell. 

New  Henleyfield  Church, 
Carriere,  held  a  baby  dedi¬ 
cation  Mother's  Day. 
Shown  are  Timothy  and 
Candis  Thompson  with 
baby  Benjamin;  Drew  and 


■  1 1 1 1  i 


Evangeline;  Kyle  and 
Ashley  Lowe  with  baby 
Landon,  and  Connie  and 
Eddie  Gore  with  baby  Tyler. 

North  Columbia  Church, 
Columbia,  held  an  RA 
Commissioning  service 
recently.  Shown  are  RAs  and 
their  leaders;  leaders  are 
Stacey  Nolan,  William 
Walley,  Eric  Lucas,  Jason 
Camey,  Gerald  Broom,  and 
John  Nolan. 

t  Thom  Hill  Church, 
Pelahatchie,  honored  Jonrue 
T.  Conn  for  50  years  of  faith¬ 
ful  service  as  deacon  June 
20.  He  was  presented  with  a 
plaque  at  a  reception  hosted 
by  me  church  for  his  family 
and  friends.  Shown  is  Conn, 
with  plaque. 

>.  The  Willing  Workers 
Sunday  School  Class  of 
Bovina  Church,  Vicksburg, 
completed  the  Walk  to 
Jerusalem  program,  which 
consisted  of  five  months  of 
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for  20  years  of  service. 
Shown  are  Phillip  Gandy, 
his  wife,  and  Virgil  Palmer. 

7.  The  children  of  First 
Church,  Brooklyn,  enjoyed 
camp  at  Paul  B.  Johnk>n 
State  Park.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

8.  The  Holcomb  Church, 

Holcomb,  Timeless 

Treasures  recently  went  to 


4.  Conn  recognition 


he  Passion  Play.  Shown  are 
Bob  Johnson,  Marie  Hobbs, 
Ruth  Lewis,  Margaret 
Griffin,  Eva  Fisher,  Lucy 
Coffman,  Frands  Hill,  and 


6.  Gandy  recognition 


7.  First  Church,  Brooklyn 


Eureka  Inn 


MELCOME 

TIMELESS 


8.  Holcomb  Church,  Holcomb 


Thb  Baptist  Record 


